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INTRODUECTION

1
t

The assessment of deviant séxual arousal and interest has become a
refatively standard component of the evaluation of both adult and juvenile
male sexual offenders {Barbaree, i 590; Becker, Hunter, er al, 1992). Such
assessments are typically conducied in the form of either phallometric
measurement of crectile res‘ponding to auditory andfor visual stimuli, or
use of client self-report instruments. Phallometric assessment of adult and
juvenile sexual offenders produces refiable patterns of responding and is
generally considered to be of diagnostic and treatment planning utility
(Hunter and Becker, 1994), Howéver, this form of assessment is lahor-in-
tensive and relatively expensive, and has generated some controversy re-
garding its use with juveniles.

Self-report sexual interest instruments have heen developed, for both
adult and juvenile sexual offenders, that offer simplicity of administration
and averdance of issues of physical invasiveness. However, client self-report
of arousal and interest appears to be subject to dissimulation and has been
shown to be poorly correlated with phallometric assessment in studies of
adult sexual offenders (Quinsey and Earls, 1990; Freund, 1981), No existent
studies have addressed whether sel-report measures of sexual interest for
juvenile sexual offenders offer reliable and valid results. The present study

was designed to assess the fest-
(correlation with phallometric ass
self-report instrument for juvenile
Intervest Card Sort (ASIC; Becker
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Research T’articipimts and Procedure

Reliahility

Test-retest reliabiiity of the ASIC was assessed by administering this
instrument on consecutive days to a sample of 38 adolescent sexual offend-
ers, This sampile was drawn from rw¢ primary sources: referrals to a New
York City-based outpatient progrom for juvenile sexual offenders; and ju-
veniles referred to ourpatient and residential treatment programs for vouth-
ful sexual offenders in Virginia. Thdse youths were all administercd the
instrument as part of a comprehensive evaluation which included a clinicat
interview, psychophysiolegical asscssnicni of the sexual arousal pattern, and
psychometric assessment. The administration of these instruments was con-
ducted prior to the initiation of treatment services. These research partic-
pants ranged in age from 13 to 19, with a mean age of 15.4 years. Racial
composition was 50.0% Caucasian, 42.1% African American, and 7.9%
wther. Al had acknowledged the commission of one or more acts of sexual
perpetration against another individual and had been referred for evalu-
ation and ireatment.

Concrrrent Valdiry

The relutionship between self-raled sexual interest and phallometri-
cally mensurcd arousal was assessed by corretating the average client re-
sponse on the ASIC with his average maximum tumescence response to
phallometric assessment for cach of the 14 common stimulus cateporics
deseribed in Table [I. Responses were averaged due to both instruments
typically containing more than one stimulus cue per category. Maximum
tumescence response Scores were uscd: as they have been found 1o he em-
pirically meaningful in the classification of juvenile sexual offenders
(Becker, Kaplan, and Tenke, 1992). Both measures were administered
within the first 3 weeks of admission to either the residential or outpatient
treaztment programs, Thirty-eight youths from the Virginia data collection
site were utilized for this segment of 1he study. Three of these also par-
ticipated in the test-retest study. The :mczm age of these youths was 16.0,
with a range from 13 to 18 vears. Racial composition was 68.0% Caucasian,
24.0% African American, and 3.0% other. All had also acknowledped the
commission of one or more acts of sextal perpetration against another in-
dividual and had been referred for eviluation and treatment,
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RESULTS
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(p < 0.6} Table 1 depicts the results of
for {tem clusters, as well as the overall test.
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Tahle T. Alpha Correlatior

259

s for ASIC hem Clusters

Cronbach's

Seale deseription ASIC item Nos, I
Aggressive sex adult female ], 28,43, 57 6
Vielence only adult female 13, &0 A
Aggressive sex same-age lemale 12, 33, 36, 40 A3
Consensual sex same-age female 10, 37, 52, 59 94
Aggresive-sex young femafe 15, 24, 29, 38, 49 41
Nonaggressive sex voung female 5, 6, 50 85
Violence only young female 17, 26 S
Agpressive scx same-age male 11, 34, 39,058 U6
Consensual sex sume-age male 1R, 30, 48, 55 X
Aggressive sex young male 208, 16, 325,47 54 6
Nonaggressive sox young femube incest: 4, 20 62
Apgressive sex voung female incest 42, 6d Rt
Aggressive sex young male incest 14, 22,2562 B3
Frottage 7021, 81,61 B2
Voveurism 3, 17,044, 82 95
Lxhibitionism 1, 23 46, 83 KR
Filler items 9. 32,4556
Owverall alpha A7

Table 11 iHustrates the average g

gory of interest per instrument, an
sponses to each measure. Statistically

response to cach instrument were fou
gories. As reflected in Table 11, only

roup response to each common cate-
i1 the correlation between client re-
significant correlations between client
nd for only 4 of the 14 common cate-
- 2 categores of sexual nterest {con-

sensual sex with a same-age female, and voyeurism) produced group means

inn the positive dircction on the ASIC

DISCL

Results from the current study
the ASIC with juvenile sex offenders

offer high mdexes of internal consist

port ratings of sexual interest were g
nial of interest) and did not signi
measurement. As such, this study le

SSION

rawse questions about the validity of
Although thig instrument appears (o
>ncy and test-retest reliability, self-re-
encrally in the negative direction {de-
ficantly correlate with phaliometric
nds support to the findings from the

adult sex offender fiterature suggesting that dissimulation is o major limi-
tation of sexual interest self-report measures, and that sex offenders are
prone toward minimization or denial of deviant sexual interestsy in spite of
acknowledgment of having engaged in such behaviors.

The finding that only one category of deviant sexual interest (voveur-
ism) produced a group mean in the positive direction suggests that juveniles
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Tabte i, Relationship Betwden ASIC and Phallometric Responses

¥ Pearson

X R
ASIC phallomerrie cocfficient

Category " vitdue value (9%) r
' Nonapgressive sex with yvoung male 6 -1.3 45.9 20
s Aggressive sex with young male 3R -1.2 e 16
kS Nonagpressive sex with young fenmale 37 -0.5 67.3 27
4. Aggressive sex with voung female kI 017 54.7 AP
5 Nonaggressive sex with voung 3% L6 46.9 A2

female —incest

6. Consensual sex with same-age female 38 1.4 742 23
7. Consensual sex with same-age male i -2 382 s
K. Apgressive sex with same-age fepiale a 0.3 61.2 a6"
4. Aggressive sex with same-age male 36 -13 444 2
10 Frottage Kt (B3N] 356 16
1. Voyeurism 3R (L5 40,7 11
12 Agpressive sex with adolt femade 3 (L6 H8.9 354
13 Exhibitionism R -5 379 12
14, Violence only-—same-age female 3 -1.3 303 e

"/: EaEIRIRY
WP AT

may be cven more sensitive than their adult counterparts to the social m-
plications of acknowiedging devidnt sexual interests. Interestingly, 3 of the
4 arcas of significant correlation: between the two instruments pertain to
sexual aggression directed at females, Although these correlations were
modest, and may have been the result of random factors, it can be specu-
lated that they reflect an arca of relatively lower social inhibition, Sex of-
fenders have been described as frequently possessing distorted cognitions
regarding the acceptability of sexual aggression against females (Murphy,
Y, with some theaorists believing that these disturbed thinking patterns
are derivative of gender biases inherent in the values and norms of our
society at large (Koss and Harvey, 1991). The only other area of significant
correlation found between the measures used in this study relates to con-
sensuab sexual activity with a same-age male. The youths in this study
tended o both deny an interest in such activity and show only modest
arousal to the same.

In conclusion, there appears :to be little correspondence between phal-
lometric and sell-report measures of sexual arousal in juvenile offenders.
Self-report messures such as the ASIC appear to be compromised by the
potential for dissimutation and may not offer vatid findings. Practitioners
are theretore urged to be cautious in the use of such measures and not
view them as interchangeable with phatlometry in the evaluation of deviant
sexual arousal and interest.




The Adolescent Sexwal Interest Card Sort 61

The authors acknowledge limitations of this study and identify areas
where future research is needed. This stidy did not aliow for an analysis
of the precise cffects of differential administration intervals on test corre-
spondence. Conceivably, the correlations
been significantly stronger had both medsures been consistently adminis-
tered on the same day. Furthermore, while these results cast doubt on the
utility of sexual interest self-report measures with suvenile sex offenders,
there is a need for further validity studiés. In particular, the field would
benefit from research directed at exploring the predictive validity of these

hetween instruments may have

and other commonly used juvenile sex offender assessment measures.,
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